Dance

Self’s Seductive

Skill

By GARY PARKS

il you start to beeome seduoed by the
intense visial glamour of Jim Self's
dances, shake yourself so that their stunly
kinctic virtuea dim’t pet ohscured In his
appearance at The Kitchen May 2629,
Selt showed three works, all viswally com-
pelling. If one of them - -a duet excerpted
from the lorthcoming Rerhive- -is mercly
decorative, the other two, Perpetrotor and
Heaven and Earth, womld he striking even
if stripped hare

Perpretator <haws off Sell as chuoreo-
grapher and dancer, and he’s working ot a
high level in both roles Commissioned
Tast year by the Amenican Dance Festival,
Perpetiator indicates Self's backgronnd

with Merce Cunmingham {in whese com-
pany he dancesd for three years] iniits large- ¢
scale rechnical requirements. When he or
Lisa Fox, anmther Cunningham alwnna,
lcap into the air, their strong legs lan out
like 2 hawk’s spreading wings

Sclf calls for many such leaps and great
ground-vovering stides from Fux, Jon
Mcensinger, Teri Weksler, and himself
throughet Perpetrator: Small detals of
gesture and time embellish the grander
steps. Mensinger and Weksler stand at one
point with torsas 80 tensed vou can see
the biceps stand out o their arms This
doesn’t happen instantenusly; it takes a
few moments for the tension to build. Ae
another  point,  Self  repeatedly  Jonks
towanl Fox, nit so much to sce her as to
let us see the whites of his cychalls as he
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rotates them. Later, Sell flicks his tongue, Pas de Deux” woult benetit by cotting
recalling a serpent. The soleom Heaven and tarth is a

This is not the usual kind of detail one
sres in weatem art dance, where action of
the whale bidy or of specific limbs is
ouwre often the nom. Certain - Asian
dances do emphasize such gestures, and a
slightly Oriental cast in Perpetrator is
strengthened by Naomi Lane’s beautilul
red and black reversible vesty, whose
broad shoukders hint at Japanese rohes
Fraukie Mann's tapad score cambines the
sounds vt trains, 4 rainstorm, ncwscasts,
and snatches of musie, all of which sur-
round the danee with an aura of different
times and places

Despite the potentsadly disorienting
nux of all these elements, Perpetrator is
never vapie Tt unrolls inexorably, like a
computer  printont. Hehtened  street
ke viperases the pedormeers’ indivndual
inipedccuons, wanslorming, them {Men
<inge in particular) o gorgeously put-
pesseful daneing machmes, Thwe dingrers
nevchet abont long kale sharm pathwave
unti) some higher onder calls them w a
halt

goup of sketches hom Robert Wilsem's
opera in-progress called The Civil Wars
The excorpts are accompanind by A
Lesoy's taped score, which doesn’t wrem
weighty emmigh (0 support, or even co
exist with, this grave dance The wank is
set for Pempetrator's fow dawers, (s
rumed by Christophie de Memd) 1o sug
gest Plams Inddians of the American
Seithwesy, plus Rob Besserer, whu fuin
tione as 2 sort of tmhal deity

Resseret i a gant of a man [knerling,
he's nearly as tall as Weksler when she
stands as well as an accomplishied anee
e is dressed in o hwavy ved lonoloth
with black triangles painted on Ins face
aned a thick eollag of hlack feathess anonnl
his neck, He also wears o hewhlress with
ears The ather nreo are <imilady asvieed
thomgh harechested, possildy o indican
<omie sort of subservicnve 1o fessoer’s
centreal figure. Ko aml Weksler have
heavy white dresccs and ribbosed head
preces, and Fox, at least, sevis to have
powidered hor oy white

Aeer the tongh, wnyielbing beawy of
Perpetrator, vow're apt (o forgive Sclf
anvhing: -even the wnlikely “Flower ’at
{som HBerhive. There's a kemel
of a funny il e
wight happen if a young bee meta flower
that didn't just stand there  vet even
Frank Muore's witty cesnmes can’ ot
up the panity of moveninm material
Phope Gilleman, as the peripatetic fuch:
i hewne in o shoulder stand, her Teps
theust into the aie like ripe pistls. By
dance's einl, Weksler's workee hee dives
i Gillerman’s sl petals, bt in by
withing mnch happens, Sinee the

i's the geting
e “Hlmwer

"

L
conclusin s Joreene,

ler, for mstance,
pedonmane, st
Tihel arabeaques, amd the m
e 1% awesonie. Sell o
ant use of different combinamions of
dancers, s that ane nnay eled o see a
whwle sty in the peomit:
danwe, When, toward the vonclusion, fes
serer processes down i cerenwmial alley
formud by the other dances, . bede
fowward o slap the floor, the si
made momentons The o
vergene of gl and mn cow hides with
an mnexpected on st of ks, as

Aemare's hrindit Indsting sonblenly devays @




