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. . searing spoblight, Laurie Carlos

URBAN BUSHWOMEN

The Kitchen, 512 W, 19th St.,

255-5793. Through October 2.

When Lhe Urban Bushwomen
call w new work fleat, they mean
it. Under the direetion of chore-
ogRapher Jawole Willa Jo Zollar,
the seven inlensely committed
black dahcers used the title met-
aphor to explore sexual awaken-
ing, desperation, loss, and the
rage of the oppressed. The sec-
Lion called “Lipstick" took on ad-
oleseent heal: pinned beneath a

intoned a bluesy version of Deds-
caled Lo the One I Love, while Lthe
dancers nnpcrsonated teenage
yirls, singing, (ldppmg and

viumping restlessly in place,
while applying lipsticks in‘such

luseious shades as “‘Fireeracker"
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and “Purple Passion." Other se-
quences were of a chilling inten-
sity, as when an anguished wom-
an dressed in a hulloned-up
overcoal suddenly metamor-
phosed inlo an embittered strip-
per in G-string and sunglasses.

Angrily brandighing a gleaming

dagger, she biles into an apple
and smashes a raw egg on her
bare breasts—she's Iive, Lhe
lemptress who turns into a de-
stroyer, the mother who Lhrills in
the destruction of possible new
life. But too much of this pre-
miere Jlewl was tepid, wandering
from static tableau Lo spoken
text Lo musical interlude. The fi-
nal seclion was a visceral merg-
ing of two powerful types of
movement!: ancient African
dance and high-energy contact
improvisation, Trimmed and
edited, HHeal might have sus-
tained the impaet of its finale,
Robert Sandla
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