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LAMB OF 60D HOTEL! Written, directed, set and costumes by Karen ., Yk b o
Finley. Lighting design by Finley and Stephen Rueff. With Amy Elliott, Hapi 1% o

Phace, Helen Shumaker and Andy Soma. At The Ktchen, 512 W. 18th ‘ S
St., Manhattan, lmrouqh'May 3. Seen at Wednesday's opening. |

By Jan Stuart " |
STAFF WRITER | - : P e )
E MOTTO of the Lamb of God Hotelis “It’s | ——i=ss i s aoutters wi R

:Hhet.t.m' to feel abuse than to feel nothingtat. Finley's play squawks and sputters wgh ite own. in-
“{all” Al the residents at this art-forsaken | your-face defiance. A typical Finley su ﬁef-:“m is to..
. flophouse feel grievous abuse — from their set up a cliched life Blt‘-.‘-at“’"{a“d thenpull t l’-‘_mhg u

I childhood,  their families, their white-male- : from under it. At Chuekles funeral, t}l‘:d air is | egt\g
dominated society. And they are very determined o  withtock eulogies until Squeeze explodes 1n irri

" abuse anyene in shouting distance with those feel- tion and a bored_ Cl?u(_:kles sits up in his coffin to tell
ings. That means you. b
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. Jom it '”"I'I, improbably announces to Beanie that they are 86,16
et Kt Py oty e wldome | ol el
o or gay. With her second play, “Lamb of God Ho-+| W snuffed out as Squ o launches into a caustic de-
tel,” the controversial performance artist shifts the | nunciation of abortion 178 ki funny as it
spotlight off herself and onto four actors. Whetheror | | None of this is evep a8 Prove t T 31- ti ydiChe
e Hiua scen Finley in action, however, it' clear clearly wants to be. Finley response to dramatic

: 3 1 . i1 i itin 3
that her- absence is merely illusory: She's loud and is polemical cliche: This is fortune-cookie playwr ‘gl

i th such crunchy-granola sentiments as
v}, BTl Jernogten epilicied (RIS ?fwug :guwnqreanstlz control y{nig}: and “I'm nothing but a

voman named S0 i of bei woman, a fool, a concubine, a harem in one body.” It’s
S B e | ot o S el
illegal abortion. As a result, she parades around Jets you know you e fif %-‘t it
" dressed like Miss Mazeppa in a bus-and-truck com- response if you get angry at! r(ia x than wH
pany of “Gypsy” and rags on straight white men like Most of Finley's actors have done 5010 perth o i
Beanie (Andy Soma), a hypersensitive whiner who ) work themselves, and with one excf:ptlor;e . :ly %11 h
", ‘himself'was once molested by his brother. Beanie ‘sink to the droning demands of their mahn' e
. ' comes to the Lamb of God Hotel after havi.ng been- exception is Helen _Shuma;::lr, Schlfilﬂ;ﬁ (1); “e; ;Qt;;oo ulr
1 tossed out of his house by his wife, ostensibly because | ble task Ofssﬁmt;{:zu};gnadlea tﬁ:ﬁumi o 6 scetie
| ?1?;‘19 in?'bﬂlity toleintimate witli pele o WA b8 ¥ mgﬁoniyinge on her 'belly while two other actors
any feelings. ! : - A e el
. Squeeze shares a close kinship with Chuckles (Hapi stand °"mr i{‘:lm‘ed 1%3&’":&?; g::{\ sald l?ei
+ Phace), an HIV-positive gay man who intence o 0 it Beeamw‘tl&t: Thistis @hontt: as heady, not o herk
mit suicide and makes meticulous arrangements for .orewml i “Lamb of God Hotel” ge‘t.a. /1
his funeral (“I don’t want to die like Rock Hudson! I n Ct _onﬁlaﬁ : _

want to live like Sylvia Plath!”). And they are all
' watched over by the hotel’s maternal figure, a 90-
A woman named Aggie (Helen Shumaker) who
* loun nd in pajamas'and imperial crowns .
shrieks “I’'m dying! Somebody change me! e
What unites Finley’s people — beyond a history of
., -abusei=is a determination to defy roles, whether
Victirhf?_nr Mransgressor, scripted for them by forces ;
<. outside their control. But that very single-minded-
ness creates its own set of emotional barriers. Chuck-.
| les ig o bent'on keeping.his healthy friends from
leeching a sense of well-being off of his illness that he
won't allow anyone to care for him. Beanie rejects his
lot as straight-white-male pig to the point of self-anni-
hilation. “I'm not a provider! I'm not a punisher!”” he
protests, without the foggiest notion of a viable sub-
stituteidentity, | 0 3 0 e s
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512 West 19th Street (Between 10th and 11th Avenues) New York City 10011



