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% stage

Theory of total

blame

An excerpt for Karen Finley’s new ¥
play at The Kitchen November 304

December 3.

Irene (mother) on stage. Enter Jan,

her daughier.

Jan: (looking in fridge) Every time |
wake up in this house I wake up feel-
ing dead.

Irene: What you need is a good full
day of housework! Clean the toilet!
Take out the garbage!

Jan: Will you quit fucking analyzing
me? I'm trying to politely say [
DON'T trust anyone! And you know
why? It’s because you never trusted
me. And I never trusted you,
MOTHER! It’s all your lault,

Irene: You know you've been a prob-
lem since the time you were born.
You're in labor 28 hours and [ was al-
most died. You've been trying to kill
me since you were in a fetal position.

Jan: I never asked to be born! It’s all
your fault!

Irene: If you think [ was gomg to
carry you in my belly for 30 years til
you were fucking ready to be born,
you've got to be kidding. I accept that
your life is my fault, all my fault, It’s a
mothers profession to take the blame
for her children’s psyche—Even Jesus
blamed the Virgin Mary—Prince
Charles blames Queen Elizabeth. 1t's
in the mother’s contract—the unwrit-
ten, unspoken contracl—generallon

after generation—and it’s your jobas

a child to totally blame me—your -
mother for your successes—your
faults and your problems—Just ac-
cept the game plan. Since | blame

dren is the reason ! never accom-

trade off.

Jan: (concerned) Mother, mother
you have accomplished so much.
You, you gave life to me, to all of us.
But I guess we just weren't enough
for you. My entire life is dedicated to
winning approval {rom you!
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Irene: I know I'm no good, I’'m no
good. I'm no good.

Jan: You never even held me! You
never gave me confidence!

Irene: No one loves a smart woman.
! Why give you confidence when the
only real opportunitics are biological
opportunities! Who are we? Our
father'slast name? Our husband's last
name? If we change it they ask why?
If we don't assume our husbands last
namc we're considered arrogant and
«dogmdm The Chinese had it right—

' € ' KILL GIRL BABIES—then when
you, I blame the fact that having chil- -

there are no more glrl babies lelt

~maybe the men will miss us. But pro-
plished anything in life. It’s a nice : . :

:bably not. All they’ll miss will be rap-
ing us and dinner on the table. As

+soon as they learn how to make ba-

ibies in a test tube we're a goner.

Jan: Mom, can’t you ever look at the
bright side? Do you have to be such a
pessimist? Women have advanced?
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Irene: You've got it wrong. Women
arc already advanced, it's ‘just that
men have to advance to accept that
and treat us cqually and stop punish-
ing us cause we can have children and
they can't.

Jan: (SCREAMING) EVERY-
THING is a crisis to you! Everything
is a crisis situation, (more and more
upset) I'm nothing! I'm worthless.
You don’t love people you only love
their problems. You don’t love me
you only love my inadequacics! #




