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By Déﬁdra_h Jowitt = '

SUSAN RETHORST On the Kltchen's “Dﬂnce |
Now” series at Collective for Living Cinema.
{Wednesdays in November). o |

Susan Rethorst dances with Pam Hagen
for half an hour at the Kitchen's annex|
over on White Street. It’s a fact. They do.’
Alone. Together. The room_is narrow and
deep, walls and ceiling painted black. It’s
not a comfortable space; Rethorst, whom
I've admired before, is*a quiet dancef,
softly elegant in spite of (because of?) her
matter-of-fact demeano:. Hagen has a’
pleasing awkwardness; she makes you

aware of her joints, folding, opening, ad-
justing to her weight as it carefully shifts. '

Actually, everything the two do calls at-|
tention to joints. They’re not interested i in
making b1g gestures in space, not very:
interested in curves. They work caref‘ully
at things like crawling, rolling, fitting one
foot behlnd another, wrapping their arms-
around their bodles. sitting down'
smoothly and lettmg you watch them set~i

Everything they do looks competent
and useful. There’s a spark of wit that
makes the audience laugh when they seem
to be crowding each other as they walk
quickly to the back wall. It's the kind of
dancing you can view as refreshingly natu- |
ral and underplayed. Or as drab and dlS-
turbingly noncommittal.




