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Dance

es Spectacles Vivants™ is a series
of experimental, cross-discipli-
nary “live art” performances
presented by the Pompidou
Center in Paris; including dance,
music and theater. As part of the
Downtown Arts Festival, Serge Laurent, the
Pompidou’s Live Aris curator, selected a
sample from the series--hence the peculiar-
sounding title of this presentation.

Xavier Le Roy, whose “Self-Unfinished”
began the evening, is a French dancer based in
Berlin as well as a molecular and cellular biolo-
gist. The set was starkly black and white-black
walls, white floor and table top, white
fluorescent light, creating an icy, minimalist
effect. Dead silence reigned. Le Roy lies down
by a wall or sits down at a table, all with
extremely slow, deliberate, plain movements.
Bit by bit he proceeds to take off all his
clothes; meanwhile he would lie on the ground
while his feet climbed the wall, or sit head
down, hands in feet, like some weird headless
creature waving its tentacles about. Finally,
stark naked, back to us, head hidden, he crawls
about the floor and kicks over the table. Then,
slowly as ever, he starts to put his clothes back
oh again. He keeps his head turned away from
us, to preclude any hint of emotional commu-
nication. As he leaves, he leans down and
switches on a tape player.

Grand Magasin, a performance duo
whose members are Pascale Murtin  and
Francois Hiffler, presented an engaging piece
called “Le Meilleur Moment” (“The Best
Moment”™). We're told the two “indulged a state
of stupor verging on melancholia for a whole
year” in preparation for the work, which
consists of sixty miniature pieces, lasting from
one to sixty seconds, presenting sixty different
ways to be absent. They enter and announce:
“We’ll be starting in thirty seconds.” Each bit
is timed to the second: “I’ll try to sleep--34
seconds.” “Walk 27 seconds while thinking
about Eskimos on the ice floe,” or cuckoo
clock factories in Switzerland, or the lobby of
The Kitchen.

After this we were hurried around the
block to the General Theological Seminary,
where Claudia Triozzi was performing her
picce, “Park,” in the gym. When I got there she
was seated with her head enclosed in a

contraption consisting of rings of hot dogs.
Scattered about the room were a number of
other odd-looking installations, and Triozzi
traveled from one to the next, with the crowd of
onlookers following, straining for a view. She
puts on tinsel pasties and fills little dishes
with scoops of dirt, which she places on a
conveyor belt that dumps them on the ground.
A curious set of activities to be sure, though
I’'m not sure what it added up to. In fact, the
entire evening with its stark minimalism and
its quirky vignettes, seemed eerily like a trip
back to the performance world of the Sixties.
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Advertise your performance in New York Dance Fax the performing
arts magazine distributed FREE in Manhattan every month to people

interested in what's going on in the arts. If you're looking for an efficient
advertising vehicles, try us! For more information, call:

(212) 517-4177
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