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THE BED SITTER Kenya Robinson s an artist
who has been roaming New York City as an
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overnight guest for a performance piece.

The Serial
Sleepover

Artist

By PENELOPE GREEN
HE fitness fanatic in Columbus Cir-
cle flaked. So did the performance-
artist couple in Greenpoint who ssid
they practiosd at-heene nudity. Yet
Kenya Robinson's odyssey as a seri-
al house guest has been smooth
enough so far, and by and large her
hasts — fnends, colleagues and total strangers —
have been happy to share their toothpaste with
her
Ms. Robinson is an engaging, self-taught 33-
year-old artist whose work has mostly tweaked
pender amd racial stereotypes, in pieces involving
things like melted Goody combs, synthetic bload
hair and women's magazines. In January, she de-
cidex] to become & nomad for & spell, and call it arl.
It should be noted that Ms, Robinson deploys pa-
rentheses around her last name, as in Ms, (Rod-
insan), but editors discouraged this reporter from

A portrait of a
houseguest in cat hair
and toothpaste.

daing the same. Inspired by the adventures of Ed
Casabian, & financial analyst for an online news
site who last year embarked on a 52-week journey
around New York Cily, staving for a week at & time
in other people’s Apartments as a way to recover
from painful breakup, Ms, Robinson imagined a 13-
week-long performance-art prece, and offered her-
self up as & poest (10 hours of housework included,
bat the host must supply the toothpaste) o anyone
who wouk! have ber. Her proposal went out by
e-mail to art world colleagues in Manhattan and
Brooklyn, who forwarded it around to widen her
poal,

She named the project the “The [nflatable Mat-
tress,” for the partable twin ded she carried with
her, though by last week (week 10), the mattress
had deflated, a casualty of this collisson of couch
surfing, relational aesthetics and old-fashioned en-
durance performance arl. Ms. Robinsea, however,
had not.

Animated and greganous by nature, Ms, Rod-
inson knows that the best puests combine & talent
for conversation with a knack for domestic flexibil-
ity and extreme self-effacermnent. Or, as the eti-
quette expert Emily Post pat it way back in 1922
“Courtesy demands that you, when you are a
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