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RAINER AND THE KNIFE

ONCE UPON A TIME a boy named Rainer lived alone with his
mother. She taught him many things. One day she decided
to teach him the most important lesson, that of the knife.
There were three things to remember about the knife.

1. Never take a knife that is red.

2. Never take a knife from another man.

3. Never lose the knife.

But Rainer did loose his knife, and went out in the world
to look for it. He searched a long time. One day he came
to a city. People were everywhere, buying and selling and
greeting each other in the street. But no one would tell
him about his knife. That same day there came to the
market the Mayor's serving girl. She was looking for a
knife to kill her master, for he was cruel and made her
suffer, and she wished to have her freedom. She purchased
the boy's knife from a peddler.

When she returned home, she dressed the Mayor in his finest
clothes for the public ball to be held that evening - his
vest, his tie, his coat, his medals, his cologne. While
the Mayor was admiring himself, she drew the knife and

slew him.

That evening the ball was held. Everyone danced to the
Comedians Harmonistes. Rainer stood watching. He kept
asking about his knife. No one answered. But the serving
girl heard his cries and came to hlm, offering up the
murder weapon. He refused it, saying "I cannot take a
knife that is red." "This knife is not red," she replied,
wiping the blood from the blade. "I cannot take a knife
from any man. "But I am a woman. Take the knife. It

is yours." So saying, she gave him the knife and escaped.

At that moment, the ball was stopped and an annoucement

made that the Mayor had been assassinated. Seeing the boy
and the knife, the townspeople aquickly seized and tried.
him. He was found guilty of murder and executed. At his
death, his mother was overheard to remark that things
would have gone differently if Rainer had not lost his
knife.



The Kitchen & The Fiji Theatre Company present

RAINER & THE KNIFE (1981)
a contemporary parable

Dedicated to the original Chicago cast

A c¢ollaborative work by PING CHONG & ROB LIST
Additional ballroom choreography by Gail Turner

Cast in alphabetical order:

Marianna Buchwald Kaja Overstreet
Steve Clorfeine Ingrid Reffert
Michael Duffy Mary Schultz
Barbara Duyfjes Louise Smith

Tannis Hugill Gail Turner

Trinket Monsod Catherine Zimmerman

Erik Neumann

Technical Director: Don Voisine
Technical Consultant and Shroud Design: Paul Krajniak

Music by: Public Image LTD., The Young Marble Giants, Comedian
Harmonistes and Erik Neumann

*This work was composed for the students of Moming Dance & Art Center
workshop in Chicago, 1981.

Special thanks to: The Costume Collection, Our House Productions, Inc.,
Kim Druce, and the Moming Dance & Art Center

THE 'FIJI THEATRE COMPANY is dedicated to the exploration of new,
narrative forms through the use of multi-media in conjunction with live
performance. The Fiji Theatre is a non-profit organization. CONTRIBU-
TIONS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED and are tax-deductible. Contributions can

RelEEntE0: The Fiji Theatre Company, Inc.

260 Elizabeth Street
New York, New York 10012



Ping Chong will be teaching workshops in February through March. If you
are interested, please leave your name on the mailing list with a nota-
tion. The Fiji Company is also looking for volunteers to work with the
Company in either an administrative, technical, or graphic arts capacity.

PING CHONG is the Artistic Director of The Fiji Theatre Company, which is
dedicated to exploring new directions in narrative theatre and to the
synthesis of live performance with media. Mr. Chong's work has been
presented at La Mama ETC, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, Walker Art
Center, Minneapolis, Moming Dance and Art Center, Chicago, the Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts, Washington DC and elsewhere in the U,S.
In Europe, the company was presented in several international theatre
festivals including the Holland Festival and the World Theatre Festival
in Nancy, France. They have performed at the CRT in Milan, the Cabaret
Voltaire in Turin, the Maison de la Culture in Paris, the Stichting
Mickery Theatre in Amsterdam, etc. Mr. Chong is a two-time recipient
of a CAPS Fellowship, an Obie Award winner, an NEA fellow, and, most
recently, winner of The Villager Award for outstanding Author/Director/
Designer. In addition to his theatre work, Mr. Chong recently directed
two television specials in collaboration with Meredith Monk for PBS
which will be released this winter. This spring, Mr. Chong will be
collaborating once again with Ms. Monk on a commissioned work for the
acclaimed Schaubuhne Ensemble of Berlin. Mr. Chong's next project will
be Nosferatu, to be presented at La Mama ETC in New York City next
fall.

ROB LIST is the Artistic Director of Kite Tails, an experimental mime
group from Colorado, which has performed on the West Coast and in
Europe since 1974. After meeting Mr. Chong in Amsterdam in 1979, Mr.
List appeared in Fiji Theatre productions in New York, other parts of
the U.S. and in Europe. Mr. List was the winner of The Villager
Award for best actor for his performance in A.M./A.M. - The Articu-
lated Man. He will be presenting a new performance work entitled

At The Falls this January at White Dog Studio.

UNAUTHORIZED PHOTOGRAPHY OR RECORDING IS PROHIBITED, SMOKING PERMITTED
ONLY IN THE OUTER LOBBY.



The Kitchen ic supported in part by the Nativnal Endowment for the
Arts (a Federal agency), The New York State council on the Arts, The
New York Community Trust, The Rockefeller Foundation, the Jerome
Foundation, Warner Communications, Inc., the Martha Baird Rockefeller
Fund for Music, the Mary Flagler Cary Charitable Trust, the Robert
Sterling Clarke Foundation, the Walter Foundation, the Morgan Guaranty
Trust Co., the Mobil Foundation, Consolidated Edison Co., the Jerome
Robbins Foundation, the Capezio Foundation, the Skidmore, Owings &
Merrill Foundation, the Frosm Foundation, the Rosenstiel Foundation,
the Foundation for Contemporary Performing Arts and other private
foundations and individuals.

Legal Counsel: Berger, Steingut, Weiner, Fox & Stern.

NOW'S THE TIME

IT you become a Kitchen member now it means much more to us because The Kitchen
has received an NEA Challenge Grant. Every $3 of new and increased contribu-
tions will earn us $l in Federal funds. One way you can help is by helping
yourself or family, friends and acquaintances to a Kitchen membership. This
will entitle you to reduced admission to all regularly-scheduled events. Your
help will help us keep our lively programs and low admission prices.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP $40 SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIP $75
FULL-TIME ARTISTS AND SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP $100-$500
STUDENTS §$30 PATRONS $1000+
Name Special interest in (please check):
Music Exhibitions Dance
Address Per formance Video
Zip
I would like to join The Kitchen as a:
General Member Artist/Student Patron
Supporting Sustaining
Please check if membership is a Renewal Are you currently receiving our
mailings?

Memberships are annual. Please make check payable to Haleakala, Inc. and mail
to: Memberships, The Kitchen, 59 Wooster St., N.Y., N.Y. 10012






