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‘foeing projected. A DJ is working two |

Bl
Nmusic to'z whole new audience. ~

-

IGraffitl Roclewe at The thchenf()ct
12, 1981

P1cture this: On a screen be.hmd a
Istage slides of painted subway cars are -

turntables, while ‘a beshaded man is:
apping a mile a minute. On the stage
two groups of young male street dancers
¢ falling, spinning and strutting in
ompetition with one another. ' The
oHo arts center, is SRO with a
cidedly white audience smoking Js
id showing off bad posture. Quick,
what have . you got?: Give up‘? It’
“Graffiti Rock.” of course. ¢
- Give credit for this new phenomenon
to one Fredencfc Brmthwzute a/k]a Fab
5 Freddy, who began his career as a
visual artist. After,ethbmnghxsworkm
Romg‘, M.ilan, Times Square, PS. 1,Club
“Mudd CIub Freddv

_Freddy . proved ‘himself to be a

‘Ipremiere’ rapper : at The KltChBIL, and his

performance proved fobe the highlight
of the evenmg. Whether he ‘was reading
from “:prepared . street  poems ‘Or.
ad-libbing, the flow was steady “and

competitive _dancing,’ +, Freddy’s
transformed. . "into - a. rhythmzc
play-by-play ‘that see:fned*to inspire the

dancers to more, a.nd intricate
425 *‘ra.é“%i- 5!
The . %ompehtwe -aancmg is called

occasion’ the two groups were The Rock
Steady Crew vs. The Swift Kids Crew.
They faced off - agamst one another,
taking tamns showing off to Freddys
rap. Although the press release claimed
that “breaking” is as much sport as it is
art, the competitive ‘aspect was played

always. | enhanced by the DJ During the ’

l’.
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““Debbie” Harry and |
ondie “to ~ bring _‘_rap ;

“breakmg” or “B-boy,” :and on this §

l

Lenny Len;a member of The Swift Kids

Crew who appea.rad to be older than the|,

rest of the boys,  showed :up. -2 dittle

toked-up and prcmded suspensg .as the],

aud.lenoe held ‘their breaths wondering if]
he was gOmg to hurt-himself. But, o be
fa.l.r, the groups featured some excellent,

theu‘;héads cush.mnedxhy thr,u Afros)

were dazzling. **
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‘The two groups of stréet danoers have|

previously perfouned at' Lincoln Center
Plaza,-Spin Easy Roﬂ:'.r Rmk, Common
Ground, The Ritz, Nagnel The Hudson
River Revival, fﬁe BronxG.rafﬁﬁRoller
Rink -and Leh.man College “S0 it seems
that they have had htﬂe trouble ,gettmg
work. —

The "slides were _1@_]_{311_ by Henry
Chalfant, Martha Cooper and ;Wesley.
They included “the subway graffiti art of
Dondi, who has worked painting scenery
at the Winter Garden Theiter, Duro, and
Lee, an old, friend of:Fab 5§ Freddy’s,
who has pamted ‘ﬁ\re murals on the
Lower East Side.” QR gEs

At five bucks a head, ﬁme s.how only
lasted alittle over, an hour, over well
before 10 c’clock_ And the audience
didn’t even get t6 p:ck the winning crew
with its applause 2

down because of the setting. In fact,]l
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