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DEFIXIONES, WILL AND TESTAMENT

*Defixiones® refers to the warnings engraved in lead which were
placed on the graves of the dead in Greece and Asia Minor. They can-
tioned against moving or desecrating the corpses under threat of
extreme harm. “Will and Testament” refers to the last wishes of the
dead who have been taken to their graves under unnatural circum-
slances.

The concert material that Galds will perform Includes music set to the

texts of the Armenian poetfsoldier Siamanto; the Belgian/French poet

Henri Michaux; the Syrian/Lebanese poet Adonis; the rembetika songs
of Sotiria Bellow; the Anatolian Greek Amanedhes; the blues music of

the American muslclans Blind Willie Johnson and Son House, and the
sacred songs of the Decp South,

The work & concerned with the poet/asthor living in exile, either from
his homeland, or within his homeland. DEFIXIONES, WILL AND
TESTAMENT speaks for individuals who have had to live as outlaws,
as they were treated as outlaws; and for those who have had to cre-
ate houses out of rock.

DEFIXIONES, WILL AND TESTAMENT Is dedicated o the forgot-
ten and erased of the Armenian and Anatolian Greek genocides of
1915 and 1922.




Diamanda Galds Is an internationally acclaimed vocalist,
composer and poet whao has performed worldwide since 1978.
She is the creator of The Plague Mass (premiered at Queen
Elizabeth Hall in Loadon on New Year's Day 1989), Vena Cava
{premiered at The Kitchen in 1992), Insekia (premiered at the
1993 Serious Fun! Kitchen Residency Program Festival at
Lincoln Center, New York City), and Schrei X (commissioned
and premiered at the Wexner Center for the Arts, Ohia), Other
credits Include the concerts/recordings of Malediction and
Frayer, Judgement Day, and Masque of the Red Death. In
1996, Serpents Tail published The Shit of God, a compilation of
Galds' original performance texts and writing, Currently, Galas
is working on the composition of Nekropolis, a new opera to be
performed in the year 2001, She records for MUTE Records,
Londan, and her primary websites are www.diamandagalas.com
and www.brainwashed.com/diamanda
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