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A BIRTHDAY PARTY
AT N.Y.’S KITCHEN

By KRISTINE McEENNA

EW YORK—The Kitchen, & spacious loft in

Boho, Manhattan's chic avant-garde gheito, has

offered & home away from home to unorthodax
dancers, musicians and artists for 10 years. This week,
this most successful of countercuiture corporations
celebiriled its 10-year anniversary with a two-night,
bash &t Bond's, the huge pleasure palace that was re-
cently the scenc of a controversial visit from the Clash,

Founded by Woody and Steina Vaulka, the Kitchen

nurtured minimal classicists Phil Glazs and Steve Reich
back in their early days, introduced the art world to
punk and has been an active pioneer in the development
of video. Ezsentially, it's been a catch-all for all manner
of experimentation, and many ideas hammered out at
the Kiichen have filtered down and aliered the culture
at large.
. Since much of the work done at the Kitchen is of 2

Ton-commescial nature, it has relied on federal funding -

o survive. 8o, when President Reagan's threatened
cutbeck in arts funding came howling at the Hitchen
door, the New York art world rallied to ber defense. A
fund-raiser as well as & birthday party, the twe-night
evenl wWas an impressive testament to the espirit de
corps of New York's art community. Both shows were

oul, some extremely “difficull” music was court-
eously received and a good time wes had by aill.

A partial recap of the lineup gives a good indication of
the Kirchen's breadth of vision: rap group Fab Five
Freddy & Friends, art-rockers DNA, Bush Tetras and
the Feselioe, Glass, Reich, Lydia Lunch's new Eroup
1313, wideo by Nam June Paik, Devo and Brian Ena, and
performances by Dan Aykroyd and Laurie Anderson.

-, Predictably, the biggest erowd-pleaser of the first

evening was Phil Glass, who performed some of his
trademark lyrical minimalism. The crowd had thinmed
out eonsiderably by 230 am. when guitarist Glen
Branca, one of New York's hottest YOURE coamposers,
combining classical stricture with the viclence and vol-
umse of rock, came on with his guitar army to perform a

frighteningly powerful piece called “The Asoension”

Eranca, along with musical terrorists DNA, left the
largest aural dents on Sunday evening. ’

The following night the crowd, which included Mick
Jagger, had doubled in size and the performances
stretched until 5:30 in the marrng. Surprise guest Todd
Rundgren performed three salo songs on electric Euitar,
while the surprise hit of the evening was jack-of-all-
arts Meredith Monk. whose company performed & stun.
ning dance with vocal accompaniment that cast a spell-
bound hush on tHe hall. Percussionist David Van Tieg-
ham showed himself 10 be an agile and innovative dane-
er with a solo offering, and performance artist Laurie
Anderson went down a storm doing sections aof her epic
opera “Uniled States.” Anderson is the current darling
of the avanl-garde and deservedly so, She is an utterly
enchanting artis u G
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