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An A van t-Garde ShOW
; " ByJOHN ROCKWELL . .
Lau.ne Anderson hasbeen doing per-  way in which the whale transcmded
formance art of one sort or another on  the parts. The numerous bits and
the SoHo scene for several years, now,  pieces of her program flowed together
. but this'writer hadn’t encountered her = seamlessly. There was no linear “plot”’
in some time. Friday night she offered  or unfald.mg of an obvious artistic argu-
a major showcase of her work, a full  ment, to be sure. But the work cohered,
program (only one hour long but full, allthesame. _
nonetheléss) entitled “Americans on Miss Anderson’s art is synthetic in .
the Move: Parts One and Two' with  another sense, too, in that like several
several collaborators at the Kitchen, other performance artists now active-
repeated last night. It was a fascinat-  in New York, she makes use of a musi-
ing, charfiing and telling occasion,and  cal ‘idiom whose simple, rockin
it suggested that Miss Andersonhas be- rhythms, childlike diatonicism an
come a really important force on the humorous innotence suggest a kind of
Amencan ava.nt-garde scene. ava.nt-garde pop. -
Any truly mteresnng artist has to, Yet at the same time (like Robert
exude individuality, and that Miss An- - Ashley, Blue Gene Tyranny and Peter
’ derson does: ‘she’s striking looking in  Gordon — who assisted her on Friday
her spare, severe way; she plays the . —and others of this ilk) she has a sharp
- violin adeptly and her work in general  ear for unusual sounds; many of those
is suffused with an arresting blend of sounds on Friday came via an elec- |
gentle humor and a more troubling dis-  tronic setup that altered voices in most
orientation. - . _peculiar ways. And like these other art-
But her work is also interesting for ists, she overlays the music with won-
its synthetic aspects. The synthesis is derfully understated, all-Americansto-
apparent first of all because Miss:An-  ries and prose poems in the fashionof a
" derson carries the whole, tired notion  mélodrame.
of “mixed media” into a new and more It is almost impossible to capture the
elevatedrealm. She is a composer and  impact of all this except in live per-
Board of musical performer. But.she’s also a formance Records deprive one of the
Directors visual artist and an actress and a film  visuals, gallery installations seem dis-
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maker, and a good deal more adept in
all thesetields, both technically and es-
thetically,: than many SoHo mulu-
media artists manage.

Yet what struck one Friday was the

tant and detached, video compresses
things cruelly. Miss Anderson has to be
seen and heard in person. And for any-
one  remotely interested in where
American art is going, she should be.



