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Cpening Tuesday Jan, 17 through Jan, 28, The Kitchan Center

will present an installation by artist Dara Birnbaum entitled

(A} Drift of Politics (Two Women are active, in o space)

{A)n installation in film and videa/with extras. The installation

uses both film and vides while playing off of the viewer's placement

in the space, Segments from the popular television shew Laverne

and Shirley provide the central imagery.
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lsolated segments of Laverne and Shirley (Tues 8:30 FM CH7) direct the
viewer fo situations oceourring on screen between two women whe become
animafed through the use of basic conventisnalized television structural
language systems. A video moniter is hung above eye level, much like an

| information TV at an airport. Standardized shats {with the emphasis on the
“two shot") systematically reveal where the action is 1o be placed on and

‘ off screen. The segments become restructured- the sound lsolated and aliensted
(opparent only as character generator subtitling=which flashes on and off the

i bottom of our television sef, as If one were watching a movie in o theater.
The dialogue becomes o timing device for the actual scenes faking place-

. we are forced fo switch our attention-reading what was ance heard or
avoided as sound background (audic disploced becoming visual). The viewer's
attention splits between the twe diclogues occurring on the screen.

Against a wall (oblique upen entry) are abbreviated matched segments of
super B footage. . .altered from the real video recorded time into a filmic
I slowed-motion time equivalent. Slowed motion equivalents of character generator
| technigues spell eut for us an objective (onalytical) dialague- descriptive sole by
of the visual action occurring in both the video and film.

The Kitchen Center is supported in part by the Mational Endowment for the
Arts, a Federal Agency and the New York State Council on the Arts.

484 Broome Street between West Broadway and Wooster, New York City



